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| Thurſday, February 16. 1710. 


Hen I firſt began to print this 
Paper in Edinburgh, I told the 
Gentlemen on the other Side, 
that unleſs I was oblig'd by Neceſſity, I 
ſhould not concern this Paper in Perſonal or 
Party Reflection And I am content 
to make eyen the Gentlemen themſelves 
Judges of this Neceſſity, in the Story now 
before us 3:2 | ts | 
There is a Gentleman, 'lately an them to the follo 
pal Miniſter in the Presbytery of BY of a-known Paper, call'd 
who being depos d by the Sentence of the A written Piece of News which is ſear 
Church of S:0tland, and put ont of the abroad in the ſeveral Counties in Znglend, 
Church he then poſſeſs d, h juſt and legal aud which by this Mens gives ſuch 
Proceſs according to the Conſutution of the of theP and Church of Scotlavd, as is 
place; and after that having intruded, Ge. faitable to his Way of repreſenting Things, 
contrary to Law into the ſame Church and on Suppoſition that his Relation is truce 5 


how 
in 


[ 5381 


It is to be obſerꝰ d, that Mr. Dyer omits 
theſe Things, (which, I ſuppoſe, he knows 


may be contradited by every Reader) in 


ſuch of his Letters as go to Scotland, and 
that his Letter of the ſame Date to Fdin- 
bugh had none of this Thing in it 
neither is it his Cuſtom, when he reflects 
upon the Scots, either as a Nation or a 
Church, to let his Letter that goes to Scot- 
land have any Thing of that in it 
The Paragraph, I mean, is as follous; 


Edinburgh, Fan; 17. Mr. James Green- 
ſhiels, the Epiſcopal Miniſter, baving been 


Courts where the ſame were try'd, ry d 


Lords of the Juſticiary And that this 
may appear the plainer, I have here given 
an Abſtract of Mr. Skinner's Caſe, drawn 
from the Proceſſes at large, which I have 
all by me, ready to produce, taken from 
the Records and Regiſters of the feveral 
which, „I preſume, will-aot be deny to 
true, 100 which being impartially conſidar- 
ed, the Reader will be able to do the 
Church and Government both equal Juſtice 
in the Caſe i 
Mr. Jobn Skinner was by a clandeftine 
Admiſſion enter'd to the Church of Brecbin 


or ſome.-Moxabs languiſbing- alone in tbe _ | 8, td the ſame Charge 
Ys Sacigf thy City, the Presbytery 17 'whi is was admitted toj long — 
been ſo aririgus to him, tho they will not res fore, and wherein his ſaid Father continu'd 


leaſe him, as to ſend cue Mr. Skinner att: 
other Epiſcopal Miniſter to keep him Company. 
This Mr. Skinner was Ordain'd in the Tear 
1687, was Miniſter of Brechin, and A, 
ſiſtant to Dr. Drummend Biſbop of that Place; 
he toob the Oaths to King William early, 4. 
mays pray . fer Him and Her preſent Majeſty, 
and is anfexcellentPreacher g hut bis Crime 
was for being an Intruder. into another's 
- Manſe, Glebe, &c. and reſufing to give 
Bond conform to the Sentence againſt him, to 
forbear the Exerciſe of his Mini8erial Office 
for ever, in any Part of North-Britain. 


This is Dyer's Letter ſpread about Exg- 
land, and by which the People of England 
are wheedled, deluded, and brought into a 
Belief of all the Hardſhips and Cruelties, 
which the Party think convenient to. ſug- 
geſt upon the Church of Scotlapd, as it 
praRis'd;upon the: Epiſcopal People in Scot. 
land — Whereas in this ſuggefted Cafe, 
there is this Misfortune to its Author, That 
not one Word of all this is true, except 
only that the Man, Mr. Skinner, is ſent Pri- 
ſooner to the Tol- booth But as to the 


reſt, he neither was committed by the 


presbytery, nor was he the early Taker of 
the-Oaths, or the excellent Preacher, Oc. 
that Mr. Dyer ſuggeſts. , 1 2 70 
But being formerly depos'd for Ignorance 
and Error—and rejeQed as a Facobite, pro- 
fecuted by Law for an Intruder, he was 
committed upon a Criminal Proceſs by the 


till the Year 1691, and was never look'd 
upon as Miniſter there, till the ſaid Fathers 
Death, he being ſo ſecretly admitted, that 
very Few knew of it, and his Admiſſion 
(as it was) was Contrary to the Laws and 
Cuftoms yet in Force, and the Cannons 
n Church. — 
Mr. Skinwer having thus; officiated as Mi- 
niſter there from the Year 1691, till 1699, 
then bis Charge was declar*d vacant by 
Order of the Presbytery, conform to Ad 
of Parliament againft Non-urants, which 


ſoe ver dijoilfter Aſter not take the Oaths 
betwixt and ſu ime, their Charges 
were Ipſo facto vacant without any further 
Sentence, ſo that the Presbytery's Sentence 
was according to the Laws of the Land, 
even tho his Title had been Good. Upon 
which Mr. Skinner deſerted his ordinary 
Diet of Preaching, aud the Presbytery had 
peaceable Poſſeſſion thereof till the Year 
1703: At which Time Mr. Skinner intru- 
ded and took Poſſeſſion of the ſame Diet 
again. at his own Hand, which was the 
Ground of a Proceſs againſt him before the 
Presbytery, Anno 1704 $ and when Sen- 
tence was given by the Presbytery againft 
him, diſcharging him to preach- or exer- 
ciſe the. Miniſtery in that Pariſh, as having 
no Paſtoral Relation or Legal Title there- 
to, he declia'd the whole Church of Scor- 
land, and appeal'd to the Queen and Privy- 
Council. There is one Thing obſeryable, 


= that 


Act of Parliamentexpreſly ſaith; chat what» 
0 p 


that in the Year 1704, The Presbytery 
(not being fully inform ' as 2 of his Ertor 
and In iency) did for Peace Sake de- 
fire him to confine his Mioiftery to a Part 
of the Pariſh, and leave the other Part of 
the Pariſh to the Presþyterian Miniſter, who 
had been ordain'd there ſome Time before; 
but this Mr. Skinner refas'd, and ſaid, He 
had a Call ta be Minifter of the whole 
Pariſh. 

Anno 1706, He was proceſs'd before the 

Privy-Council for Intruſion, but the Wit- 

eſſes not having come up to prove his de- 
erting his ordinary Diet of Preschiag, 
(which was all that the Privy-Couacil de- 
ſir'd, in order to their paffing Sentence 
againft him) the Matter was delay'd at 
that Time. < 

Thereafter, the Presbytery. being well 

inform'd, that Mr. Stinyer did preach He- 
terodox Doctrine, and diſcoyer with ſuch 
Weakneſs and Ignorance in his Sermons, 
that the Generality of his Hearers took 
Notice thereof; the Presbytery —_ 
themſelves oblig'd to form a' new I. 
againſt bim, both upon the Head of- his 
former Intruſion and Contempt of the 
Church, and alſo upon the Head of Error 
and Inſufficiency, prophaning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, Cc. Upon which 
Libel, when Mr: Skinner compear'd to an- 
ſwer thereto, he gave in a Declinature a- 
gainſt the Presbytery founded upon the 
AR of Parliament 1690, which impowers 
the General Aſſembly or Viſitors appointed 
by them to try and purge out erroneous, 
ignorant, Oc. Miniſters, from which he in- 
fer'd, that the Presbytery were not his 
competent Judges z and upon the Presby- 
teries ſaſtaining, themſelves his Judges, he 
appeal'd to the General Aﬀembly ; and the 
Affair coming before the General Aﬀembly 
was by them refer'd to the Commiſſion (by 
his own Deſire fignify'd to the Committee 
of Bills in his Petition preſented to them 
thereanent) arid the Affair coming before 
the Commiſſion in Anguſl 1709, was by 
them remitted to the Presbytery, as com- 
petent Judges in all the Heads libell d 


againſt him. 
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But before the Affair came to this Length, 
it is to be obſervd, That Mr. Skizner ha- 
ring given in his Declinature abdve-mes - 
tion d to che Presbytery, be did apprehend, 
it would ſtop their Proceedure againſt him; 
but he was ſo far miſtaken about the Forms 
of Church-Diſcipline, that the Presbytery 
went on with the Proceſs according to their 
Duty, and examin'd Witneſſes at Diets, 
to which he vas not onhy cited apud Ae, 
but exprefly advertis'd by Order of the 
Presbytery, who ſent their Officer to his 
Houſe, and requir'd him to attend; and 
likewiſe the Moderator, in the Name of 
the Presbytery at the ſame Diet, call'd and 
inquir'd,. if any of the Company. then pre- 
ſent had any Commiſſion, or Warrant from 
bim to hear the De poſicions 3 but no Body 
—_ having found the Charge 
of Iatruſion relevant, they proceeded to 
Sentence. a | 
Mr. Skinner taking no-Notice of this Sen- 
tence, or of the Laus againſt Iutruſion into 
Churches, Cc. which' pun iſti the Offender 
with Bagiibment, dent da geyertbeleſs to 
preach, and continu'd to keep R on by 
Force, of the ſaid Church-Manſe, c. 
Whereupon Complaint being made to her 
forthwith an Indictment or Criminal Pro- 
ceſs to be begun againſt him, upon which. 
he was after a fair Trial befpre the Lords 
of the Juſticiary found guilty, and their 
Lordſhips have committed him Priſoner to 
the Tol-dooth. 


This is the true State of the Caſe of 
Mr. Skinner; and for the Veracity of Mr. 
Dyer, ot his Informers, I leave the World 
to judge of that. This is not publiſh'd to 
detect the Man, for really that is worth no 
Mans while, but to detect the Fraud, aud 
ſet Matter of Fack right in the Eyes of 
honeſt Men, that Truth may not ſuffer, or. 
the World be impos d upon... 
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